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Due to the ever-changing nature of this circumstance, District 87 is monitoring the Covid-19 
Coronavirus situation closely. This document addresses questions and concerns surrounding 
the Covid-19 Coronavirus. The health and well-being of our students and staff is one of our top 
priorities at District 87. We are committed to transparent communication if anything impacting 
our staff or students changes.  
 
Useful resources from the CDC 
FAQ about the Coronavirus and Children 
What you need to know about the Coronavirus 
Information about travel and the Coronavirus 
Talking with children about Coronavirus 
 
Have any staff or students in District 87 been diagnosed with COVID-19? 
As of March 12, 2020, no staff or students have been diagnosed with Coronavirus. We have no 
known cases in the community according to the McLean County Department of Health. 
 
Are District 87 schools going to close?  
Schools are open at this time, however we are closely monitoring the situation and are in 
constant communication with the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), Regional Office of 
Education, and the McLean County Health Department. We will consult with those entities 
before any decision is made.  
 
How will the district communicate updates to staff, families and our community? 
The district will communicate updates through the district website, email, Skyward Message 
Center, and on district social media.  
 
If schools do close, will eLearning Days be implemented?  
It is our intention to utilize eLearning Days if the decision is made to close school for an 
extended period of time. eLearning Days were created to offer short-term education for students 
during instances like severe weather. The district is examining ways to adjust eLearning 
material to suit long-term closures.  
 
If schools do close, will meals be provided to students?  
We are awaiting guidance from ISBE on this subject as they have applied for a waiver with the 
United States Department of Agriculture to allow for meals to be served in non-congregate 
settings.  
 
What steps is District 87 taking to keep students and staff healthy at school?   
The district is using EPA approved cleaners designed to kill the Covid-19 virus in every building, 
especially frequently-touched objects and surfaces. Buses are being disinfected daily. Custodial 
staff is taking additional measures to disinfect areas between large events. Students and staff 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/children-faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/talking-with-children.html
https://www.district87.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=48&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=10338&PageID=1


are reminded frequently to wash hands, avoid touching faces, and cough into elbows. The 
district continues to encourage staff and students to stay home with symptoms of any cold or 
illness.  
 
My child is not sick, but I’m keeping him/her home because we are afraid of catching the 
Coronavirus. Is his/her absence excused? 
Ultimately, the attendance of your child will remain at your discretion and we will consider those 
absences excused, with the assumption that the student will complete school-work while home. 
We are encouraging healthy students to continue attending school so they do not lose valuable 
education time. If your child is experiencing symptoms of illness, please keep them at home.  
 
Are after-school activities, events, clubs, and practices canceled?  
Because McLean County has no known cases of Covid-19 at this time, District 87-hosted 
events are still occuring as scheduled. Some IHSA and IESA activities have been cancelled or 
have reduced spectator attendance.  
 
Our family is traveling over spring break. Do we need to self-quarantine after returning 
home?  
Even if you are traveling within the US, your risk of exposure to viruses may increase in 
crowded settings. Depending on your circumstances, you may choose to delay or cancel your 
travel plans. If you do decide to travel, be sure to practice precautions to prevent getting or 
spreading illness.  
Per IDPH guidance, if your family is traveling to a Level 3 location, such as China, Iran, Italy, or 
South Korea, students/staff should not attend school for 14 days from the time you left an area 
with widespread illness. Absences for this purpose will be excused. Contact your school to 
explain your situation. The district will accommodate school-work for any quarantined student on 
a case-by-case basis.  
 
If you recently traveled to a Level 3 location or came in contact with someone diagnosed 
with COVID19, take these steps to monitor your health and practice social distancing: 

1. Take your temperature using a thermometer two times a day and monitor for fever. Also 
watch for cough or trouble breathing. 

2. Stay home and avoid contact with others. 
3. Do not take public transportation, taxis, or ride-shares.  
4. Avoid crowded places and limit your activities in public. 
5. Keep your distance from others (about 6 feet).  

 
What are the symptoms of Covid-19 and what should I do if my child or a family member 
experiences those symptoms? 
Symptoms of the Coronavirus may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. Symptoms 
include a fever of 100.4 or higher, a dry cough, and difficulty breathing. If you or a family 
member experience these symptoms, seek medical care. Call ahead before you visit your 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention-treatment.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention-treatment.html
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-europe


doctor’s office or emergency room. Tell your doctor about any recent travel and your symptoms. 
Report the matter to the local health department. Avoid contact with others.  
Please call your child’s school and inform staff of your situation. 

https://health.mcleancountyil.gov/

